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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

In the claim : In claim 1, on line 4, "characterised" should be changed to - 
characterized-. Also, on line 11 , the phrase of "determined by the guide" should be 
changed to - oriented by the guide-. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213, (Comm'r Pat. 1935). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

Claims 7-12 are allowable over the prior art of record because the prior art of 
record fails to teach a device for detecting a thread during the detection of thread ends 
in a suction pipe through which air flows comprising a sensor mechanism with a 
transmitter and a receiver, wherein a measuring field being formed between the 
transmitter and receiver of the sensor mechanism and the suction pipe including a 
curvature in the region of the measuring field, characterized in that the suction pipe 
having an elongate recess on the small radius of curvature, the recess is oriented in the 
running direction of the suction pipe in that the recess is outwardly curved in the wall of 
the suction pipe and is channel-shaped, in that the transmitter and the receiver are each 
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arranged at opposing side walls of the recess, in that at least the beginning of the 
recess is located in the region of the curvature of the suction pipe, in that the wall of the 
suction pipe forms the guide of the detected thread at the beginning and end of the 
recess and the thread course of the detected thread oriented by the guide is always 
located inside the suction pipe in that the thread is tensed inside the recess and the 
thread course inside the recess crosses the measuring field and is at least partly 
spaced apart from the bottom of the recess. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

I) Emch et al 6,422,072 disclose a measuring system having an optical sensor 

device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Que T. Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-2438. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Epps Georgia, can be reached at (571) 272-2328. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Que T. Le/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2878 



